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and if they appear to be largely a collection of dis-
appointed cries and reiterated statements of his fluctuating
health, it cannot be forgotten that they were always written
in the hurry of the moment before the mail-boat left the island
again, when more often than not his mail had been a disap-
pointment which the realisation of the great distance of Tahiti
from France could only aggravate. If letters from France rook
only ten or eleven weeks to reach Hm he was delighted.
For the end of the year a new service of steamers via America
had been promised that would shorten the time for mails by
three weeks or more. Gauguin could net help feeling the
irony of this, now that so few letters came for him and
that his ties with Europe were so few. Bur when the rime
came the promised service did not materialise and all was as
before.
In July his health broke down again and there began a period
of months which were to prove so discouraging that he began
to contemplate ending his life. He had no money whatever.
The second large sum promised by Chaudet proved 10 be little
over forty pounds, instead of sixty pounds, when it arrived
in February. Gauguin's remaining debts had taken it all.
Chaudet sent nothing after February, not even the one hun-
dred and fifty francs that Gauguin's chief debtor was supposed
to pay him every month. Gauguin was obliged once more
to subsist on boiled rice and water. His credit for bread in the
Chinese stores was exhausted. He had frequent fainting fits
and attacks of fever. The pain from his feet became so acute
that he was obliged to spend most of each day lying down or
sitting in his chair. He was no longer able to go to the
mountains in search of wild bananas and other fruits to
supplement his food. The various things that he had asked de
Monfreid to buy for him, his guitar strings and the brushes
and colours, had arrived, but he was unable to get them from
the customs owing to his inability to pay the twelve francs duty
that was demanded. The special laced boots that de Monfreid
had had made for him in Paris were allowed through without